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Synopsis

A cluster of neighborhoods lies in the heart of Southern California, streets and boulevards forming a grid between concrete ribbons of freeway.  Surrounded by the California Dream, this region has a legacy.  It is heavily guarded, yet no one is protected.  Nearly a quarter of its young men will end up in jail or prison.  Many others will end up dead.  These neighborhoods in South Los Angeles are home to two of America's most infamous African-American gangs, the Crips and the Bloods.  

On these streets over the past 30 years, more than 15,000 people have been murdered in an ongoing cycle of gang violence that continues unabated.  It was here, just a few miles from the gated communities and sprawling mansions of Beverly Hills and Bel Air, where this nation’s most bloody and costly outbreaks of civil unrest erupted — not once, but twice, 27 years and just three miles apart.  

In Crips and Bloods: Made In America, renowned documentarian Stacy Peralta (Dogtown and Z Boys, Riding Giants) examines the story of South Los Angeles and the gangs that inhabit it.  Blending gripping archival footage and photos with in-depth interviews of current and former gang members, educators, historians, family members and experts, Peralta brings his trademark dynamic visual style and story-telling ability to this often-ignored chapter of America's history.  Hard- hitting, yet ultimately hopeful, Crips and Bloods: Made In America not only documents the emergence of the Bloods and the Crips and their growth beyond the borders of South Central, but also offers insight as to how this ongoing tragedy might be resolved.

Director’s Statement

I set out to make Crips and Bloods: Made In America to answer the following questions:  if affluent, middle-class white American teenagers were forming gangs, arming themselves with automatic weapons and killing one another, how would our country respond?  Would our government step in to investigate the crisis, counsel the victims, heal the community, and direct funds towards a lasting solution?   Or would our government allow this violence to continue unabated, decade after decade after decade?

To me the answer is quite obvious; I don’t believe our government would allow such a thing to ever take hold in white America as it would cause too much of a blight on our country’s image.

With that in mind then, why is it that young African-Americans have been involved in this spiral of death for over four decades with no viable solution in sight? 

· Stacy Peralta     

The filmmakers discuss 

CRIPS AND BLOODS: Made In America

Stacy Peralta, Director:

“I was deeply moved by how eager all of the gang-members were to be listened too, to have someone approach them peacefully and ask them questions about their lives.  I was moved and surprised by how willing they were to expose their feelings, their fears and their dreams.”

 

“Many people have asked me, if I was received by the gang members with distrust or with attitude because of my skin color.  The answer is, no.  I had no experiences where I felt I was not welcome.”

Dan Halsted, Producer

“Stacy Peralta is a visionary and passionate film maker. Not since my work with Oliver Stone have I had such a fulfilling experience making a movie.”

Baron Davis, Producer

“When sitting down with Stacy, I could see an erupting energy and passion to make a statement in life.  We shared a vision of creating social change within our Los Angeles community. Through his filmmaking he has created a path of reason to engage all into helping one another, something that is most needed in our society.”
Steve Luczo, Executive Producer

“Our goal at BalanceVector is to address socially relevant issues through our investments in film, music, literature, photography and sports. The breakdown of major social, educational, and economic systems that has led to the ‘gang’ culture is a failure of our democracy.” 

“It is our hope that as a result of this film, more Americans become aware of the history, cost and current extent of the gang-related environment. Importantly, we hope viewers realize that we can begin to address the fundamental causes as a unified nation, working together for a better future. The loss of human potential that we are currently sustaining as a result of the lack of education and economic opportunity in our inner cities, is significant and detrimental to our position as the world's largest and most successful democracy.”

“Through understanding, compassion, and effort we can work to dismantle some of the constraints that led to and help sustain this destructive fabric of our society.”

Appearing in “CRIPS AND BLOODS: Made In America”

EARLIEST GANG MEMBERS

Ron Wilkins – Former Slauson

Bird – Former Slauson

Kumasi – Former Slauson

GANG MEMBERS

Big Girch – Santana Blocc Crips

T. Rodgers – Ex-Black P. Stone, Bloods

Gee Active – Fruit Town Brims, Bloods

Caddy – Santana Blocc Crips

Bandana – Fruit Town Piru, Bloods

Shaka Blood – Mad Swan Bloods

James – Playboy Gangsta, Crips

Scrap – Grape Street Watts Crips

Skipp – Rolling 20’s, Bloods

Nikko De – Playboy Gangstas, Crips
Terry Goudeau – Six Deuce Brims, Bloods

B-4 – Grape Street Watts Crips

Bowwow – Grape Street Watts Crips

Jay RU – Fruit Town Piru, Bloods

Pete – Ex-East Coast Crips

Young Dre – Kitchen Crips

B.A. – Grape Street Watts Crips

Flipside – Ex-Bounty Hunters, Bloods

Maniac Bey – Ex-Insane Crip

James Harris – Ex-Eight Trey Gangsta, Crips

Don Won – Fruit Town Piru, Bloods

GANG INTERVENTION SPECIALISTS/ COMMUNITY LEADERS

Bo Taylor – Unity One, Gang Intervention

Minister Tony Muhammad – Peace Makers, Activist and Gang 

Intervention Specialist

Aqeela Sherrills – The Reverence Project,

Gang Intervention Specialist

Aquil Basheer – Maximum Force Enterprises, 

Gang Intervention Specialist

Naji – Gang Intervention Specialist

Rock Johnson - AmerIcan

Jim Brown - AmerIcan

Appearing in “CRIPS AND BLOODS: Made In America”

PROFESSORS/AUTHORS

Dr. Todd Boyd - USC Professor

Dr. Gerald Horne – Professor and author, Fire This Time

Dr. Josh Sides – Professor, Cal State Northridge and 

author, L.A. City Limits

State Senator Tom Hayden - Author, Street Wars

Leon Bing – Author, Do or Die
Dr. James Gilligan – Author, Violence
MOTHERS WHO HAVE LOST CHILDREN TO GANG VIOLENCE

Vicky Lindsey – Project Cry No More (A Support Group for 

Murdered Victims’ Loved Ones)

Catherine Avery

Tina Norwood 

Gloria Montana

Glenn Jesus Williams 
Rita Norwood-Belfry

Sheila Anthony

Lynda Norwood

Karen Carter

Cheryl Denson

Mary Dykes

Pam Moore 

Annette Ford McCoy

Bettye Sweet

ABOUT THE CAST

Skipp, 44, was born in Los Angeles, as Clifford Townsend.  He became a member of the Rollin' 20s Bloods at the age of 13.  While he feels as though he has never really left his gang, he became inactive in 1998 at 33 years old.  During the course of his life, he has spent roughly seven years in the U.S. Prison System.  Skipp is currently working towards his Bachelor's Degree in Child Development.  He also recently created his own Organization specializing in Community Intervention, Re-Entry, Mentoring and Gang Intervention. Skipp also assists in training LAPD officers on Community Relations.  He also spends his time working within the School System making an impact on at-risk youths.

Kumasi, 61, was born in Bronx, NY and moved to South Los Angeles at age three, and joined the Slausons at age ten. He still considers himself a Slauson, however, he became an inactive member when the gang became inactive around 1967, when Kumasi was 20 years old. Kumasi served five terms, roughly eighteen years, in the U.S. Prison System over the span of his life.   He currently works as a consultant and activist within his community and as a consultant in the entertainment industry.

Shaka, 28, was born in Los Angeles as Rodney Moralez.  He joined Mad Swan Bloods (currently known as Family Swan Bloods) at the age of thirteen.  While he still considers himself a Swan, he became less involved with the gang after he became a father at age 25, and has become inactive in recent years.  Shaka has spent three terms, totaling six years, in the U.S. Prison System.  He is currently working as a Hip Hop and Reggae Artist in the music industry.  Shaka is also working on starting up a church and basketball program for at-risk youth.

Scrap, 32, was born in Los Angeles, as Raymond Ford.  He feels he was born into a gang, growing up in Jordan Downs Housing Project, in Watts.  He became an active member of the Grape Street Watts Crips at 11 years old.  He became inactive in 2003 at 28 years old after his best friend was murdered.  As a juvenile, he spent one year in a Youth Authority Camp.  He currently works full time as a Football Coach, and part time for in the parks doing gardening work for the city.

ABOUT THE FILMMAKERS

Stacy Peralta (Director)

You could sum up Stacy Peralta’s continuing artistic expression in three words:  “Point of View.”  His laurels include both a World Skateboard Championship and a Director’s Award at the Sundance Film Festival.  He is credited with inventing the Action Sports Video and reinventing the Action Sports Feature Documentary. 

Stacy Peralta was born and raised in West Los Angeles, growing up on the beaches of Venice and Santa Monica. But Peralta was also a product of the streets, where he and a band of fellow “Dogtown” teenagers became the vanguard of the 1970s Skateboard Culture.  Peralta rolled this status into a real profession, earning product endorsements, TV and film appearances and a Skateboarding World Championship — all by the age of 19.

During the early 1980s, Peralta chose to “retire” as a professional skateboarder, and joined George Powell to form Powell-Peralta, then the leading manufacturer of skateboard-related products.  Producing, directing and editing 1984’s Bones Brigade Video Show, Peralta literally created an entirely new genre of film. Equal parts action, entertainment and personality, Peralta’s series of eight “straight-to-video” skate films revolutionized sports media, establishing a template that has become the standard in today’s action sports industry. 

In 1990, Stacy left Powell-Peralta to become a full-time writer/director, working in network TV, producing documentary, comedy, various series and specials. In 2000, Peralta wrote and directed the critically acclaimed Dogtown and Z-Boys, an unflinching chronicle of the birth of modern skateboard culture. Dogtown and Z-Boys won both the prestigious Directors Award and the Audience Award at the 2001 Sundance Film Festival. The film then went on to win Best Documentary at the Independent Spirit Awards as well as an international release through Sony Pictures Classics. 

Riding Giants, his second feature documentary, a dramatic examination of the world of big wave surfing, was chosen for the opening night premiere at the 2004 Sundance Film Festival. It too went on to an international run with Sony Pictures Classics.

Crips and Bloods: Made in America is not only Peralta's most personal project, it has also been his most difficult.  After watching Los Angeles burn in 1992 and with a young son by his side, Peralta found himself questioning why this was happening for a second time in the same city and why were the two most infamous African-American gangs created here in L.A.  After a very long road, he has created the film he set out to create 15 years ago, an insider's look on a subject that very few on the outside know anything about.

Sam George (Co-Writer)
Since learning to ride the waves as a youngster in Hawaii, Sam George has literally circled the globe in search of the perfect wave and the ultimate surfing lifestyle.   As both a former senior editor for Surfing magazine and former editor-in-chief of Surfer magazine, George has been writing about the sport for over 25 years. He has appeared in numerous television productions and films in that role. George co-wrote and consulted on 2004’s Riding Giants, the award-winning big wave surfing documentary that opened the 2004 Sundance Film Festival. In 2005, he co-penned a surfing-themed feature film for Sony Pictures, and in 2006 wrote and co-directed Pipeline Masters, nominated for Video of the Year at the annual Surfer Poll and Video Awards.

2007 saw the release of George’s The Lost Wave: An African Surf Story, which he wrote, co-directed and starred in. Produced by Rush TV, the film is a poignant and illuminating examination of the origins of West African surfing, and won both the Audience Award at the 2007 Malibu Film Festival and the Most Innovative Documentary Award at the Huntington Beach Film Festival. He also earned a writing credit for Wavechasers, a four-part surfing series for the Travel Channel, produced by Warren Miller Films. 

Sam has written and edited more than half a dozen books on the subject of surfing, including Surfing: A Way Of Life (1992), Surfing (1994), Tom Blake: Surfing 1922-1932, The Perfect Day: 40 Years of Surfer Magazine (2001) and Surf Life (2003). In addition he has contributed to numerous mainstream magazines, such as Men’s Health, Islands and Outside. 

Aside from tandem surfing with his wife, actress Nia Peeples and planning his next international surfari, George’s current projects include Ring of Fire, a follow-up project for Rush TV, and developing a large-format surfing documentary for the IMAX corporation.

Forest Whitaker (Narrator)
Forest Whitaker is one of Hollywood’s most accomplished actors, directors, producers, and has showcased his talents in a multitude of demanding and diverse roles.  

After winning almost every Critics Award, he received the 2007 Academy Award for Best Actor, Golden Globe for Best Actor, the Best Actor SAG and BAFTA Awards for his performance as Uganda dictator Idi Amin in Fox Searchlight’s The Last King of Scotland. 

Whitaker has garnered critical attention for his performance on “The Shield” opposite Michael Chiklis, as well as for his recurring role on “ER,” for which he garnered an Emmy nomination for Outstanding Guest Actor in a Drama Series. In addition, he recently completed the suspense thriller Vantage Point opposite Dennis Quaid and Matthew Fox.  He also recently wrapped Where the Wild Things Are for director Spike Jonze, due for release in.  He will also be seen in the upcoming The Air I Breathe with Kevin Bacon and Andy Garcia, and recently finished shooting Winged Creatures with Dakota Fanning, Jackie Earl Haley, Jennifer Hudson and Kate Beckinsale. 
At the 2005 Toronto International Film Festival, Whitaker wowed audiences with three outstanding films – A Little Trip to Heaven opposite Julia Stiles, Mary with Matthew Modine, and American Gun, which he executive produced and co-starred with Donald Sutherland. 

A seasoned stage veteran at 21, baby-faced Whitaker made his film debut in the 1982 film Fast Times at Ridgemont High. In 1988, Whitaker was named Best Actor at The Cannes Film Festival for his brilliant portrayal of jazz legend Charlie Parker in Clint Eastwood’s Bird, a role for which he also received a Golden Globe nomination.  Whitaker earned further recognition in Neil Jordan’s The Crying Game.  His other notable recent feature credits include Jim Jarmusch’s Ghost Dog; Fourth Angel with Jeremy Irons; The Panic Room with Jodie Foster; Phone Booth with Colin Ferrell; and Good Morning, Vietnam with Robin Williams.

On the small screen, his credit includes the ACE Award nominated performances in Last Light and Criminal Justice, and SAG Award nominated roles in The Enemy Within and Deacons for Defense (opposite Ossie Davis).  Other television roles include the miniseries Feast of All Saints (which he also executive produced), and Door to Door opposite William H. Macy (Whitaker also produced)

As a producer, Whitaker’s credits also include Green Dragon and Fox 2000’s Chasing Papi.  Whitaker made his feature-film directing debut with the critically acclaimed, box-office hit Waiting to Exhale. He first gained recognition as a director for his debut film, the 1993 HBO original Strapped, for which he received the “Best New Director” honor at the Toronto Film Festival.  He also directed Hope Floats starring Sandra Bullock and The First Daughter with Katie Holmes.  His short film, John Henry, was released in February 2002 for Black History Month.  Whitaker currently lives in Los Angeles with his wife and children. 

Dan Halsted (Producer)
Producer Dan Halsted began his career working with Scott Rudin, and later moved to United Talent Agency, where as an agent he packaged such diverse box office hits as RoboCop, There’s Something About Mary, and the Academy Award-winner The Untouchables.  As Vice President of Hollywood Pictures, he stewarded an even broader variety of successful features including Encino Man, Tombstone, Evita, and The Hand That Rocks the Cradle.

Halsted’s producing career has been equally accomplished, with a track record of films that performed with critics and audiences alike, including Oliver Stone’s Nixon and Any Given Sunday, The Virgin Suicides, and Garden State.  He has also produced for TV, including a duo of provocative politically-charged documentaries, The Day Reagan Was Shot and Assassinated: The Last Days of Kennedy and King.

In 2005, Halsted founded Manage-ment, an innovative approach to filmmaking that integrates management, development, production, and financing all within the same company.  In addition to Stacy Peralta's Made In America, Halsted is currently developing and producing a variety of projects for film & television.  Made In America is Halsted's fifth film at the Sundance Film Festival.  His previous Sundance films are Home of Phobia, Freeway, The Virgin Suicides, and Garden State. 

Baron Davis (Producer)

Baron Davis has shattered the traditional mold of sport’s star, proving himself as creative, committed and successful off the court and on; giving of himself far beyond the obvious talent that has made him a two-time NBA All-Star and one of the league’s most celebrated players.

Growing up in Los Angeles his first love was the game of basketball. With encouragement from his grandmother, Medea Lela Nicholson, he earned scholarship to the prestigious Crossroads High School in Santa Monica.  Here Davis flourished on the court, winning honors like the McDonald’s All-American and Gatorade Player of the Year Awards. But it was also here that Davis discovered his more artistic side. Attending school alongside numerous entertainment industry progenies like Kate Hudson and Gwyneth Paltrow, he developed a lasting affinity for film and filmmaking.

Davis attended UCLA where made First Team and All-American honors before being drafted by the Charlotte Hornets during his sophomore year. He has made two All-Star appearances (2002-04) as point guard for the Golden State Warriors and is only the eighth player in league history to win Player of the Week twice consecutively.

Off the court, Davis created Team Play, a non-profit foundation for underprivileged kids; served as a spokesman for LA’s Best; an after-school mentoring program; addressed the Congressional Black Caucus in Washington D.C.; and set up a program where $2 from ever point scored during the 2006-07 season went to victims of Hurricane Katrina in New Orleans. Davis has also found time to appear in music videos for P-Diddy and Ja Rule, as well as on TV shows like Cribs and Weakest Link.

But throughout his career, Davis’ love of film never waned, and after seven years in the NBA he formed Verso Entertainment, his own production company.  Produced in collaboration with director Stacy Peralta, Crips and Bloods: Made In America is Verso's first feature documentary, but it’s a reflection of the years of passionate commitment Baron Davis has brought to every aspect of his life — and his passion for sharing it with others. 

Steve Luczo (Executive Producer)

Drawing from an investment banking background, Stanford MBA graduate Steve Luczo was an innovator in the software industry, joining Seagate Technology in 1993 as Senior Vice President of Corporate Technology. In 2002, after orchestrating what was at the time the largest buyout ever of a technology company, Luczo became Chairman of the Board, and is currently Chairman of the Board of Directors.

Luczo is also founder of Balance Vector Productions. BALANCEVECTOR was founded in 2002 as a diverse collection of athletes, artists, filmmakers, musicians, and writers from around the world whose efforts go beyond achieving excellence in their respective fields.  BALANCEVECTOR has evolved into a broad-based entertainment and creative company with three distinct operating businesses: BALANCEVECTOR Sports, BALANCEVECTOR Productions, and Talking House Productions. Working with Producers Shaun Murphy and Gus Roxburgh, Luczo has produced shows for Discovery, National Geographic, BBC, UPN, Network 10 Australia and TV3 New Zealand.  Along with Crips and Bloods: Made in America, Luczo’s BALANCEVECTOR Productions projects include “CoolFuel Road Trip” from UPN and the mountaineering documentary Dying For Everest.

BALANCEVECTOR also makes venture investments and supports various causes and charities with values that align with the BV mission all while working with passion, making a difference on relevant social issues, and having fun doing it.  Luczo is also an enthusiastic surfer, whose Balance Vector Productions has helped finance the annual Mavericks Big Wave surf contest, and has supported New Zealand NGO SurfAid’s humanitarian efforts in Indonesia.

Quincy D. Jones, III (Executive Producer)

Quincy Jones III, born in London and raised in Stockholm, Sweden, got his start in Hip Hop by touring as a break-dancer. At age 13, he got his first drum machine and started producing demos for local Hip Hop acts which eventually lead to producing his first gold record at 16 years old. Quincy eventually moved to New York where he worked with old school legends such as T La Rock and Special K.

In 1986 Quincy attended the noted Berklee College of Music in Boston before moving to Los Angeles where he connected with Dr. Dre and a small record label called Ruthless. He began producing with this talented crew that would include Ice Cube, Warren G, Snoop Dogg and many others who would create West coast Hip Hop.  With many gold, platinum and multi-platinum albums and singles to his name, Quincy has worked with artists such as Tupac, Ice Cube and L.L. Cool J., as well as remixing singles for artists such as Prince, Queen Latifah, and Coolio. He also transitioned seamlessly into television and film work, including scoring the influential film Menace to Society, as well as songs featured in Gang Related, Panthers and Jason's Lyric.

Quincy’s television credits include theme songs for “In The House,” starring L.L. Cool J., “Out All Night,” featuring Patti Labelle, and “The PJ's,” Eddie Murphy's animated comedy series (for which Quincy received an Emmy nomination). ASCAP honored Quincy with the 1993 ASCAP Composers Award for his work on “The Fresh Prince of Bel Air.”

In 2002, Quincy started a documentary production company focused on chronicling Hip Hop culture. Beginning with the multi-platinum selling Tupac Shakur biography Thug Angel, QD3 Entertainment (QD3.com) has emerged as the industry standard in the urban DVD market. Following the success of Thug Angel, Quincy began working on the critically acclaimed BEEF trilogy, which provides a definitive look at Hip Hop's most notorious conflicts and resolutions between artists. In addition to receiving VIBE Magazines Best Music DVD Award in 2003, the popular BEEF series has received rave reviews from publications such as Variety, The Los Angeles Times, and Rolling Stone. The success of the BEEF DVDs has spawned the highly anticipated BEEF TV Series which premiered on the BET network in October 2006.

Tony Hardmon (Cinematographer)
Tony has worked on numerous projects for television and theatrical release.  He has collaborated on several films with acclaimed documentary filmmaker Liz Garbus. These credits include The Execution of Wanda Jean (HBO), Girlhood (TLC), and Juvies (A&E).

He also filmed the Emmy®-nominated documentary The Boys of Baraka (PBS) which won several awards including an NAACP image award, Special Jury Prize at the SXSW Film Festival and the Audience Award at the SilverDOCS Festival.  His recent credits include Michael Moore's Sicko and Macky Alston's Hard Road Home, and the winner of the IDA's 2007 Distinguished Documentary Award A Walk to Beautiful.  He was also the additional cinematographer on the Academy Award ®-nominated Jesus Camp and the HBO special Alive Day Memories:  Home from Iraq.  He is currently shooting with Joe Berlinger & Bruce Sinofsky on their forthcoming Discovery Channel series Tribes of America.

T.J. Mahar (Editor)
A native New Englander, T.J. Mahar has been working in the Film and TV business in Los Angeles since his 1989 graduation from Emerson College in Boston. A Co-Owner of "Hit Squad", his Production company in Santa Monica, California, T.J. edited Stacy Peralta's Crips and Bloods: Made in America as well as hosted the production, along with long-time business partner and fellow editor Martin Cutler.

Previously, T.J. has collaborated with Peralta and writer Sam George on Pipeline Masters, another feature-length documentary.  T.J.'s earlier work includes literally hundreds of hours of network and cable TV programming, among them 8 Emmy-Nominated episodes of VH1's "Behind the Music" series, as well as stints at Paramount Pictures' feature film marketing department and numerous independent productions.  T.J. resides in Mar Vista, California with his wife Faith and boys Ty, age 7 and Diego, age 5.

John "Apollo" Payne (2nd Unit Director)
John "Apollo" Payne met director Stacy Peralta almost twenty years ago: Apollo an ex-gang member working on a Disney project called The Crusaders, Peralta a blond-haired ex-skateboard champion now working in the entertainment industry. Together they sketched out a film about the most infamous L.A. gangs: the Bloods and Crips. It was a story that Apollo was uniquely qualified to tell.

Apollo was raised in the South Central neighborhood of Aliso Village, and was only nine years old when he joined the Brims. He later moved to Baldwin Village, where he immersed himself in the downward spiral of gang life: he was shot in the face at age 12, arrested for kidnapping and armed robbery the same year, and sentenced to Sylmar Detention center. It was here he earned the name Apollo and started questioning gang world. But harder lessons were to come; a second arrest for drug possession, and, only in his mid-twenties, the prospect of a life behind bars. Upon release Apollo completely changed course, dedicating himself to providing alternatives to the dead-end gang reality. Working with fellow activist Maxine Waters he brokered a truce between the Crips and the Bloods, an accomplishment for which he was recognized with gratitude by President Bill Clinton.

Since then Apollo has worked tirelessly as a community activist, providing hope and opportunities for the next generation of inner-city kids and their families. At the same time he has been working steadily as producer in the entertainment industry, completing projects for ABC, Disney and 100.3 The Beat. 
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